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 The Parma Area Fine Arts Council, Inc 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Art For The Fun Of It! 

Your Project Summary: A series of free art classes and work shops that target two age groups, seniors age 

55+, and youth ages 12 to 17. Recent studies have shown that seniors who participate in all forms of art, 

and music, have twice as much cognitive reserve as their counterparts who do not   Art opens up the mind 

and may be better than some medications for those suffering from Alzheimer’s, or the various forms of 

dementia.  Teens can benefit from stimulating, creative activities during the summer when school is out 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $2020 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application meets a portion of CAC's funding criteria. Free art classes and workshops are 

important and of public benefit, however, I think this application skims the surface and does not fully 

answer the questions posed. The project goal and progress measurement are rudimentary and could be 

strengthened. The community to be served is described somewhat, but how the community will be 

worked with is not answered.   

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The project somewhat meets funding criteria. Unfortunately, this proposal suffered from an 

abundance of vagueness and a lack of substantive information. The project targets a unique part of the 

population (seniors age 55+, and youth ages 12 to 17), and offers them some unspecified arts related class 

with the goal to complete a project. However, the proposal doesn't offer any particular information on 

the type of art classes, genre, medium, etc. It does not appear to be an arts therapy project either, 

although it makes reference to the impact of creativity with Alzheimers patients, but these are not a target 

population of the project. The budget narrative lacks detail explanation as well. It almost felt as if the 

application was completed in haste and without deep thought for the program's development or 

attention to the specific activities that comprise it. Overall, the proposal lacked enough content to support 

artistic vibrancy and public value, and  therefore doesn't meet funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Offering programming to diverse groups within 

the Parma community creates broad-reaching public and cultural impact. Purposing CAC funding to 

support to teaching artists also holds benefit. This long-running organization strives to grow engagement 

and classes through hands-on arts education service. It connects practicing professionals with the 

community, and in turn shares work back with the community that created it. That is cyclical inspiration. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. I like that you provided context regarding what 

is happening in your community, both with socioeconomics, and also decreases in arts opportunities. This 

proposal will help bring a benefit to the public through free art classes in the community. The proposal is 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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clearly grounded in the arts and cultural vibrancy, focusing on multiple forms of art provided in a range of 

classes. Perhaps think about creative ways to combine your art classes on projects -- there is an 

opportunity for intergenerational work with what you've proposed here. The organization demonstrates 

capacity to carry out these projects through their long history of work in the community. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. There is a clear public benefit -- the 

applicant describes a community need, and the project will be open and accessible to the public. However, 

satisfaction of the cultural vibrancy criteria could be better demonstrated. But how will they work with 

the defined community to carry out the project? Elaboration of the project goal and progress measures 

would be helpful: is the goal to increase participation or to increase more classes? Participation is a good 

measure, but is there a context? By how much would you like to increase participation and why? Increased 

participation in one class offered or for greater interest in organization? Participation in general or specific 

to either/both age groups? Lastly how is this programming different from what the applicant already 

offers? How does it inspire its community to think creatively and/or differently  or employ a process of 

reflection that ensures fresh programming? 

 

 

Panelist 5 


